








Eligibility  

To be eligible for the Prize, candidates 
should be nominated by an organization 
or institution working in agriculture and 
food sectors and from any of the following 
stakeholder categories:  
n	 Academic or research organization, 
	 public or private 
n	 Civil society organization 
n	 Private sector (e.g., small/medium
	 enterprises)
A group nomination should consist of 
no more than three nominees. Each no-
minee (and each member of a group, in 
the case of a group nomination) should 
meet the criteria in the category for 
which they are nominated.   

Selection  

Candidates are evaluated and selected 
based on the following :
n	 Scientific quality of the contribution
	 of the nominee  
n	 Impacts of the contribution to sustai-
	 nable development   
n	 Quality of partnership developed and
	 established, notably with the civil  
	 society, e.g. non-government organiza- 
	 tions, farmers and producers organi- 
	 zations, etc.

Louis Malassis Distinguished Scientist Prize is conferred to an outstanding scientist, or a group of scientists, with 
a PhD degree, with at least 15 years of professional experience and who has made significant contribution in the 
field covered by the Prize through his/her (or their collective) work. 

Louis Malassis Young Promising Scientist Prize is given to an individual, or a group of young scientists, who has 
carried out original and promising work in the field covered by the Prize. The awardee should be no more than 
40 years old by 01 January 2010, have a PhD degree and should have at least five years of professional experience 
in the field covered by the Prize. 

Winners in each category will receive €20 000 , a glass trophy and a diploma.  The prize money is divided equally 
among group members in case a team wins the Prize.

International Scientific 
Prize Categories
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Louis Malassis Prize glass trophy 
by local artist Laurence Bourgeois.



His most extensive work in agronomy deals with the development 
and extension of bed-planting technologies for both irrigated and 
rain-fed crop systems. He first implemented permanent bed-plan-
ting methods for wheat in Mexico, and further demonstrated their 
high efficiency: 20 to 40 % decrease of irrigation water use, 10 
% decrease of nitrogen fertilizer use, minimizing erosion and in-
creasing soil fertility. 

Ken traveled extensively all over the world to train both farmers 
and agronomists and help them implement these new technologies.  

As a result of his tireless efforts, 
these methods are now being wi-
dely used in many Latin American 
and Central Asian countries as well 
as in India and China. He is also 
deeply involved in conservation 
agriculture, conducting field expe-

riments in Mexico and delivering many international courses.

Born in 1945 in Delta, Colorado (USA), he obtained his PhD in Plant 
Breeding with minors in Physiology and Pathology at Cornell Uni-
versity in 1971. 

He worked for various CGIAR centers and is currently the Regional 
Agronomist for Asia of the International Maize and Wheat Improve-
ment Center (CIMMYT) in Mexico.

Dr Ken Sayre’s career has been driven by his determina-
tion to see science applied for the benefit to the poor and the 
hungry. This led him to seek his activities in farmers’ fields in 
developing countries. 
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  I have worked nearly for 40 years in international agri-
culture research and development.  Receiving this Prize not 
only honors my efforts to improve agriculture in developing 
countries but also honors the overall importance of this en-
deavor to bring equity and improved livelihoods to farmers 
everywhere.

 

2010 Distinguished
scientist awardee
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s She is constantly in search for alternative methods of disease 

control such as the use of natural compounds produced by enemies 
of pathogens.  At the same time, she established close contact with 
Colombian farmers, thus allowing her to better understand issues 
they face, the limitations and strengths of Columbian agriculture  
that could be addressed and harnessed to improve production. 

Silvia is also a passionate teacher. She gives courses on basic 
sciences (cellular biology, plant pathology, fungi biology, genomics 

and bioinformatics) both at under-
graduate and graduate levels. She 
carries weekly discussions with 
her students on assigned research 
articles.

Born in 1970 in Bogota, Silvia ob-
tained her undergraduate degree 

in her native country in 1992. She moved to Paris in 1994 and 
obtained her MSc and PhD at the University of Pierre and Marie 
Curie. She is currently an associate professor at the University of 
Los Andes in Bogota.

Dr Silvia Restrepo is a highly motivated young scientist. 
Her work as a plant pathologist is  focused on most important 
diseases that attack cassava and potato, studying the genetic 
and phenotypic diversity of the pathogens and their molecular 
interactions with their hosts.
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 …It is a great motivation to receive this Prize…It makes 
me feel responsible to keep contributing in my field of re-
search.  It encourages me to disseminate whatever knowle-
dge I have and to help others fulfill their projects in my own
country and other developing countries…

 

2010 Young promising
scientist awardee

2010 Distinguished
scientist awardee



An independent and international jury is convened by the Chairman of the Board of Agro-
polis Fondation. It includes members of the Foundation’s Science Council and internatio-
nally recognized individuals acclaimed for their contribution to agriculture and food as 
well as knowledge of issues confronting the sector.

The jury deliberates and selects the winner of each category.  Its decision is final and 
irrevocable.

Nomination  
A person can be nominated only once. 

The Nomination Form which can be downloaded from the Prize website (www.agropo-
lis-fondation.fr/Malassis-Prize.html) should be duly completed and sent electronically to 
Agropolis Fondation on or before the specified deadline.  

Nominees may be requested to provide additional documentation related to their candi-
dature at any point of the process.   

Announcement of Winners
Nominators are notified of the results after the deliberation of the jury.
The winners of the Prize are announced in a ceremony organized by Agropolis Fondation.

Queries about the Prize should be addressed to 

Oliver Oliveros, Senior Officer
Agropolis Fondation
Avenue Agropolis, 34394 Montpellier Cedex 5 - France 
Email : malassis-prize@agropolis.fr  
Web : www.agropolis-fondation.fr/Malassis-Prize.html

2010 Jury
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2010 Jury Guido GRYSEELS
Director-General, 
Royal Museum 
for Central Africa (Belgium) 
Chair, 2010 Prize Jury 

Mohamed BADRAOUI  
Director-General, 
INRA 
(Morocco)  

André CHARRIER 
Professor Emeritus, 
Montpellier SupAgro 
(France)

Lourdes CRUZ
Professor Emeritus, 
University of the Philippines 
2010 L’Oréal-UNESCO Women for 
Science Awardee for Asia-Pacific 
(The Philippines)

Nighisty GHEZAE 
Head of Programme, 
International Foundation 
for Science 
(Sweden)

Mauricio LOPES
Coordinator, 
EMBRAPA Labex-South Korea 
(Brazil)

Kaisa POUTANEN
Head of the Food 
and Health Research 
Center University of Kuopio 
and Professor VTT Technical 
Research Center of Finland 
(Finland) 

Yves SAVIDAN
Agropolis Fondation 
Science Council Chair 
(France) 

Anne-Lucie WACK
Agropolis Fondation 
Director 
(France)
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Agropolis Fondation is dedicated to support and promote research and higher education in
agricultural science and sustainable development.
The Foundation’s fellowship programme and research grants are designed to:
1-	encourage interdisciplinarity, integration and innovation to address main development challenges (food 
	 and non food demand, adaptation to climate change, prevention and management of risks);
2-	mobilize international collaborations and combine temperate, Mediterranean and tropical issues and
	 expertise;
3-	contribute to building human capital.

n Established in 2007 with an initial endowment of €20 million from French government and initial founders n
€8,3 million complementary resources mobilized n Charter members are France’s major research and higher
education institutions - CIRAD, INRA, IRD and Montpellier SupAgro n Launched four waves of Calls for
Proposals in 3 years n €11,3 million combined research funding commitment n Supported 80 projects
involving more than 200 partners from 55 countries (More than 60% partners from the South and the 
Mediterranean) n More than 100 Agropolis Fondation Fellows from about 30 countries (more than 60% of 
the Fellows from the South and the Mediterranean) n Supports two Flagship Projects (€3 million each) :
Pl@ntNet, a collaborative database on Plants (crops, invasive species, weeds ...) and ARCAD, Agropolis 
Resource Center for Crop Conservation, Adaptation and Diversity n Partnership with INRIA on “Computational
Plants and Ecosystems” n Created the Louis Malassis International Scientific Prize for Food and Agriculture n 
Sponsor of the 2010 Global Conference on Agricultural Research for Development (GCARD).

Agropolis Fondat	ion
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Agropolis Fondat	ion
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CHARTER MEMBERS
The Agropolis Fondation’s charter members are four of the country’s 
top institutions for development-oriented research and higher edu-
cation in agriculture, food and the environment.

A public research institute specializing in agriculture and sustai-
nable development in tropical and subtropical countries. It has 
research scientists working over 50 countries on five continents.

www.cirad.fr

A public research institute that carries out mission-oriented re-
search for better food and nutrition, preservation of the environ-
ment and competitive, sustainable agricultural practices.

www.inra.fr

A public research and technology institute specialized in the re-
lationship between humans and the environment in developing 
countries.

www.ird.fr

An international center for higher education in agronomy agricul-
ture, specialized in Mediterranean and tropical countries, situated 
in the heart of a top level teaching and research complex, trains 
future engineers, postgraduates and offers continuing education 
for professionals.

www.supagro.fr



Agropolis Fondation charter membersThe 2010 Prize is also supported by

f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  f o o d
www.agropolis-fondation.fr
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